
Library Public Forum
by Tim Ryder

JENNY the librarian stands onstage, addressing the audience as a 
whole. She is pleasant overall, but is occasionally exasperated at 
the stresses of her job. 

JENNY
Okay everybody, thanks for coming to this library 
public forum. From time to time, we just like to 
open things up for people to share their comments 
and concerns about the library. And...every time, 
we regret it. But here we are again. Let's 
everyone please try to keep their comments brief. 
In an hour, the library turns into a speakeasy 
called “Shh!” It's not ideal, but we have to make 
up the budget difference somehow. Okay, who's 
first?

EVAN stands up and shouts from somewhere in the crowd. He is angry 
and self-righteous. 

EVAN
I am. Good afternoon, heathen. 

JENNY
Oh boy.

EVAN
My name is Evan Daniels, I'm the head of the 
local decency association. It has come to our 
attention that you are peddling smut and filth 
from the shelves of your institution. This will 
not stand. Here is a list of books we would like 
removed:

JENNY
I can tell you right now that we won't be 
removing any -

EVAN
(interrupting)

Harry Potter – witchcraft! Ban it! The Catcher in 
the Rye – general filthiness and teenage 
attitude. Ban it! Everybody Poops – I just hate 
that word. It's gross. Ban it!



JENNY
Thank you, Mr. Daniels. The library does not 
endorse censorship in any form. I'm sorry you 
don't like the word poop.

EVAN
You just said it! You're trying to provoke me! 
Guards, seize her!

JENNY
What? There are no guards. Let's move on. 

THOMAS stands up and shouts from somewhere in the crowd. He is old. 
He burns with the kind of indignation that only comes with age. 

THOMAS
I have a question!

JENNY
Oh hi, Mr. Richardson. (to rest of crowd) Mr. 
Richardson is one of our most loyal patrons – he 
stops in to use the computer almost every day. 
What's your question, sir?

THOMAS
How do you make an e-mail?

JENNY
(sighs) We've talked about this, sir. In fact, I 
tell you how to do this almost every day. 

THOMAS
My friend Charles bet me I couldn't figure out 
how to make him an e-mail and I want to call him 
a son of a bitch.

JENNY
Okay, sir. We've talked about your language.

EVAN
You see the kind of obscene language taught by 
this institution?

JENNY
I'm pretty sure Mr. Richardson knew that word 
before he came here. 



EVAN
You can't prove it! My list continues: What’s 
Happening to my Body? A Book for Girls – Girls 
shouldn't know what's happening to their body. 
They should be caught off guard and frightened by 
it just like I was. Ban it!

THOMAS
Take dictation:

JENNY
I'm not your secretary, sir. 

THOMAS
Dear Charles, who's the idiot now, you son of a 
bitch? 

JENNY
Okay, let's move on.

MARY stands up and shouts from somewhere in the crowd. She is a 
caring and well-meaning mom with the best of intentions. 

MARY
Hi, I'm Mary Harding. My two boys just love the 
after-school reading program you started. 

JENNY
(Confused)

I'm sorry?

MARY
My boys love the reading program. 

JENNY
That's what I thought you said. I'm just not used 
to hearing positive feedback at these things. I'm 
glad they enjoy it.

MARY
Oh, they sure do. Anyway, they have their 
sleeping bags and some snacks. I will be back in 
a couple days. 

JENNY
Say what now?



MARY
Don't get me wrong - I love my kids but Mama 
needs some time off. Me and the girls are going 
to Vegas! And they love it here so much. 

JENNY
Ma'am, you can't leave your kids at the library 
overnight. We're not a babysitting service. 

MARY
Oh, you don't have to watch them! Just lock up 
and leave them here. They'll fend for themselves, 
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler-
style!

JENNY
But we don't - 

EVAN
The Great Gatsby – got a movie of it now. No need 
for the book. Ban it!

DENNIS stands up and shouts from somewhere in the crowd. He is a no-
nonsense, somewhat gruff gentleman who gets right to the point. 

DENNIS
I'd like to say something. I am a private citizen 
of this town.

JENNY
Okay, great. What's your name?

DENNIS
I just said that I am a private citizen. I don't 
need to tell my name to anyone, especially not a 
government employee. 

JENNY
Oh, I've got a good feeling about this one. Go 
ahead. 



DENNIS
I don't believe taxpayer dollars should be used 
to fund libraries. 

JENNY
You don't?

DENNIS
Not one cent. I think having reading material and 
other media freely available makes children lazy 
wards of the state. If they want to read a book, 
they should write one. If they want to watch a 
movie, they should close their eyes and project 
one on the world's greatest projection screen. 
Their eyelids. If they want to play a video game, 
they should stop, think for a moment and realize 
video games are a waste of time!

JENNY
Well, I'm sorry you feel that way, sir. But I 
think most people in the community feel that the 
library provides a vital service. 

MARY
Absolutely! A wonderful service. Now, sometimes 
Brian forgets to take his medicine. Just be sure 
to check on him when you come in every morning.

JENNY
No, I -

THOMAS
Dictation continues:

JENNY
I haven't been taking any of it!

THOMAS
I'm going to dance at your funeral, you son of a 
bitch.

EVAN
The Hunger Games! I know for a fact that I would 
not do well in the Hunger Games and I don't want 
to feel ashamed about that. Ban it!



JENNY
Okay, stop! Everyone just stop! You, Mr. Daniels 
– we won't be removing a single book from our 
shelves because we trust our patrons enough to 
allow them to decide for themselves what is 
appropriate for them to read. Mr. Richardson, 
after this, I will help you “make an e-mail,” 
just as I've helped you many days before and will 
probably continue to do after, because that's my 
job. Mary, I'm glad your kids like it here, but 
if you leave them with me, I'm calling Child 
Services. And you...

DENNIS
Private citizen.

JENNY
Whatever. You're wrong. A library is a vital part 
of any community – one of the few places left 
where people can come to explore and learn and 
grow. And even though I have to deal with 
dwindling budgets, a leaky ceiling and, I'm 
sorry, people like you, I'm not going to stop. 
Because I know that what this place does is 
important and good. And I'm proud to be a part of 
it.  

(beat)

EVAN
I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings – No, you do not! 
You can't read the minds of birds. Ban it!

BLACKOUT


