
Africa
by Tim Ryder

MELISSA and KELLEN stand in the middle of a college quad.

MELISSA
Did you hear Tyler finally gets back today?

KELLEN
Who?

MELISSA
Tyler! Remember, he was in our Bio class? We 
dissected a fetal pig together! 

KELLEN
Oh yeah, I forgot about that guy. He was so 
quiet.

MELISSA
He was studying abroad in Africa last 
semester. It seems like he's been gone 
forever. 

KELLEN
I guess.

MELISSA
I wonder if he'll be different. 

KELLEN
After one semester? I doubt it. How much could 
one semester abroad change someone?

From somewhere nearby, someone begins to loudly sing the first lyrics 
of “The Circle of Life” from The Lion King.

TYLER
Nants ingonyama bagithi Baba!
Sithi uhm ingonyama.

TYLER enters the scene, wearing traditional African garb and playing 
the bongos. He continues singing. 

TYLER
Siyo Nqoba Ingonyama. Siyo Nqoba Ingonyama.



He stops singing and speaks to his friends. Although he is very 
white, he speaks in a pronounced African accent. 

TYLER
Habari, my friends! It is so good to see you!

MELISSA
Hi Tyler! You look great.

KELLEN
Hi Tyler. You have an accent now.

TYLER
Do I? I didn't notice. I suppose I became so 
immersed in the culture that I adopted some of 
the native speech patterns.

KELLEN
Why are you singing The Lion King?

TYLER
Ah yes. Perhaps to the uncultured ear it 
sounds as if I am singing The Circle of Life, 
composed by Elton John with lyrics by TYLER 
Rice. But that song was actually based on the 
tribal chants of the Udu tribe of Ghana. That 
is what I am singing.

MELISSA
Well, you sound amazing. You're so cultured 
now. 

TYLER
Thank you, Melissa. The most amazing thing 
happened to me during my semester abroad in 
Africa.

MELISSA
What, Tyler? Tell us!

KELLEN
Yes, tell us about this “ting.”

TYLER
I found myself.

KELLEN
Sounds like you lost something too.



MELISSA
Tyler, that's amazing! I wish I could find 
myself...

TYLER
Please, call me by my new name. Djembe.

KELLEN
That's a drum.

TYLER
In Africa, everyone is named after a drum!

KELLEN
That can't be true.

MELISSA
My name would be Timpani!

TYLER
Yes it would. Not until I walked 2 miles every 
morning to the watering hole with my young 
friend Bongo did I realize how much I took for 
granted. 

MELISSA
Like Taco Bell!

KELLEN
And reality.

TYLER
I have a whole new perspective on life. 
Everyone should have a chance to spend some 
time in Africa.

KELLEN
Yeah...hey Tyler...

TYLER
Djembe.

KELLEN
I'm not calling you that. You know, I thought 
I saw you a couple weeks ago playing Call of 
Duty on Xbox. 

TYLER
Must've been my brother on my account.



KELLEN
Then what were all those pictures you posted 
of you at a baseball field?

TYLER
I was teaching Bongo to use Photoshop.

KELLEN
And how did this village get electricity.

TYLER
Oh, uh...

MELISSA
I bet they have a cheetah running on a 
treadmill!

KELLEN
That's ridiculous.

TYLER
No, that is correct. They have a cheetah 
running on a treadmill.

KELLEN
Your dashiki still has a price tag on it. 

TYLER notices the price tag and gets embarrassed. He drops the 
accent. 

TYLER
Okay, okay. You got me, man. I didn't go to 
Africa. I didn't get accepted so I had to go 
with my backup. I studied abroad in Cleveland.

MELISSA
Wow, how exotic!

TYLER
Yeah, I learned a bunch of new ways to set 
things on fire and be sad. Sorry I lied about 
that stuff. Everyone here just seems so smart 
and aware of who they are! Like you're Animal 
Shelter Girl. 

MELISSA
I love puppies!



TYLER
And you're “guy who likes to spot flaws in 
arguments and makes everyone roll their eyes 
when he raises his hand in class.”

KELLEN
What?

MELISSA
It's true.

TYLER
Well, at least you have something. I have no 
idea! I figured...maybe I could be Africa Guy. 
Even if I had to make it up. So stupid.

MELISSA and KELLEN share a look. KELLEN softly begins to sing the 
chant from “The Circle of Life.”

KELLEN
Siyo Nqoba Ingonyama. Siyo Nqoba Ingonyama.

MELISSA joins in. 

KELLEN and MELISSA
Siyo Nqoba Ingonyama. Siyo Nqoba Ingonyama.

They continue. TYLER looks up and begins singing.

TYLER
It's the circle...

They all join hands and spin in a circle.

ALL
The circle of life! Shk-ka-koom!

BLACKOUT


